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FO THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. a 

Mir. E-ditor,—Having had some controversy con- 
cerning the parable of the rich man and Lazarus ; 
Luke, xvi. 19—31, we have mutually consented to 
refer the subject to your superior judgment, desiring 
a brief explanation. ‘To me, it isa matter of some 
wtecest; for if heoven has a particular locality in an- 
other world, and if seats are to be purchased in it by 
our exertions in this, it is high \ime that I was up and 
doing. And if mches are the primary cause of end- 
less misery, I assure you I shall soon become Men- 
dicant. 

One or your RrspErs. 

Pine Grove, (Pa.} Sept. 28, 1825. 

REPLY. 

Although the above named parable has been often 
and faithfully explained, yet for the gratification of 
our friend we shall attempt a brief exposition of it.— 
And as the subject is familiar to all, the most promi- 
nent features of it will be noticed without quoting the 
text entire. As much is to be gained by method, 
we will, First ascertain whether the text is a parable 
or not, 

The importance of ascertaining that fact must be 
obvious. For, ifit be a relation of matter of fact, 
we have little else te do, but to find out who the rich 
man was, where helived, where he died, where hell 
is located, hew far it is from heaven, who lLazarus 
was, where heavenis, &c. But ifit bea parable, we 
mus! consider it as designed to illustrate some~tratty, 
in obtaining an understanding of which, we are as 
much concerned as any other. 

We conceive it to be a fact, that the text under 
consideration isa Parable. And it appears surpris- 
ing, that any man should think otherwise. But there 
are many, who for the sake of supporting a sinking 
cause, will assert that there was a rich man, who 
died and went to hell; and that a certain poor man 
died also, and went to’heaven, &c. But where is the 
proof in support of that assertion ? The objector may 
be ready to say, that the text reads, “there was a 
CERTAIN rich man,” &c. We admit all that; but 

does this phraseology prove it to bea literal state- 
ment of facts? If so, we only ask our opponents, to 
abide by the consequence of such an explanation of 
the words. Let us have some consistent and uniform 
construction, which will apply to all other passages of 
similar phraseology, and we will risk the consequence. 

In order to show the absurdity of supposing this 
text to be a litteral account of some fact relating to 
the respective conditions of two men ; we invite the 
attention of the reader to other passages of divine 
truth, which will render it obvious to every intelligert 
mind, that such is not the case. Luke viii. 45. we 
read thus. ‘ And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to him out of every city, he 
spake by a parable. ‘ A scwer wgnt out to sow his 
seed :” &c. Again: Ch. x. 30. © A certain man 
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,and fell among 
thieves,” &c. Again we read, Ch. xi. 6. “ He 
spake also this parable: A certain man had a fig-tree 
planted in kis vine-yard ; and he came and sought 


had two sons; and the younger of them said to his 
father, give me the portion of goods that falle:h to 
me,” &c. And in the chapter containing the text, 
it issaid, * there was a certain rich man, which had 
a steward,” &c. Now, in all these passages, the same 
phraseology is noticed;.and.in cases. so exactly 
similar, the same rule of interpretauon should un- 
doubtedly be observed. If, therefure, we are to con- 
sider ihe text under consideration. a literal state- 
meat of facts, why may we not with equal assurance 
consider all the others in the same light ?—Bui we 
go farther. fh all the parables of our Lofd, which 
are considered by our opponents as teaching ihe 
doctrine ef endiess burnings, terms are used, equally 
as strong and pointed, as those are in the text. For 
example; the parable of the tares and wheat,—that 
of the tea virgins,-~-as well as that of the sheep and 
goats, are spoken in terins as plain and definite, and 
no more so than, the parable of the rich man and 

Lazarus. And itis as proper to say that the man 

who sowed good seed in his fiekl,the tares of the 

wicked one,—the five wise and five foolish virgins,—- 

the lamps,—the oil in them,—the sheep,—the goats 

&e. were all literal men, women, and things, as it is 

to contend, that the rich man, Lazaras, Abraham’s 

bosom, hell, &c. were literal facts, or things which 

then existed or had previously existed. ‘ 

But aside from all this, the absurdity of supposing 
Heaven to be a man’s bosom, or Heil tobe a plage of 
friendly or bendvelent fechnge,; or one being +0 near 
to the other as to admit of an iaterchange of senti- 
ment, is too apparent and glaring to be harboured for 
amoment. We therefore conclude, that this is a 
PARABLE, and not aliteral statement of facts. This 
being settled, we proceed. 

To ascertain the signification and application of it— 
In attempting this, the following particulars deserve 
notice. Viz.1 The rich man. 2d. His clothing. 
3d. The beggar. 4th. The condition of both, while 
living. 5th. The death of the beggar. 6th. His be- 
ing carried by angels into Abraham's bosom. 7th. 
The death of the rich man. 8th. His burial. 9tb. 
The relative condition of each. 10th. The great 
gulf between them. 11th. The prayer of the rich 
man. 12th. His five brethren. 13th. The declar- 
ation of Abraham. 

A few remarks on each of the above particulars, 
will enable the reader to form an opinion of what we 
suppose is the most abvious meaning and application 
ofthis parable. And 

Ist. The rich man. may be supposed to represent 
the great body of the Jews, in their national charac- 
ter. That th y,as a people, were * rich and increas- 
ed with goods” is a fact, which none will deny.— 
They considered themselves the chosen and peculiar 
;eople of God; and were perbeps properly so con- 
sidered by others. Hence, 2ndly. this rich man was 
said to have been clothed in purple and fine lipen.— 
Alihough this remark might have been applied to 
that people generaHy, masmuch. as in point of pri- 
vilege they were exalted to Heaven; yet the mind 
is forcibly iupressed. with the peculiar application of 
this description of the rich man’s clothing, to that 
worn by the high priests of that nation. If the rea- 





fruit thereon and found none.” &c.—Again ; wei 
read, Ch. xv. 11, 12, ‘‘ And he said a certain man 


der will turn to Ex. xxxix. he will there find a dis- 
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cription of this dress; and will also discover a strik- 
ing allusion in the text, tothe garments worn by 
Aaron and his successors in office. If, as has been 
supposed by limitarians, and by some universalists 
also, the rich man represents any rich man under 
similar circumstances, then the clothing may also re- 
present that of any other man who wears purple and 
fine linen: For in order to identify the person spo- 
ken of in this parable, it becomes necessary to notice 
every thing peculiar to him and his condition. Other- 
wise the whole matter may be considered ‘ shot at 
raadem” designed to hit any man that shall happen 
to be rich and wear good clothes. But itis believed, 
that it would be quite difficult to designate any man 
or body of men, so as to preserve the moral force and 
value of this parable, unless we consider the clothing, 
as representing that worn by the ecclesiastic and civil 
rulers of the Jewish nation. For they only, were 
remarkable for this peculiar manner of dress, and this 
very clear and obvious fact, is one thifg, which a- 
mong others, leads us to conclude, that, that nation, 
represented by the leaders in their Theocracy is 
clearly designated by the clothing worn by the rich 
man. 3dly. The beggar. It is but speaking the 
sentiments of men, whose labors are before the pub- 
lic and ate approved, and remain uncontradicted, to 
say, that the beggar in this parable, represents the 
Gentiles. —His being laid at the rich man’s gate— 
his sores—his desiring to be fed with the crurnbs which 
fell from the rich man’s table, represent, in avery 
striking mavner, the contiguity of that people to the 
Jews; the moral maladies with which they were af- 
jlicted; their destitution of, and desire for the bread 
of eternal life, together with the inefficacy of the in- 
structions which they received from their teachers 
This will appear more plainly when we consider.— 

ithly. The conditisa of both these figurative per- 
sonages while living. The one fared sumptuously 
every day; while the other was compelled to beg, 
and perhaps bad poor success, even at that employ- 
ment. Whatcould better represent the condition of 
two nations; the one highly favored of God, the oth- 
er without hope and without God in the world, than 
a contrast hke this ?>—Heaven seemed to sinile on the 
ove, while the other was deprived of the joy and 
peace of knowing the God of Abraham. The one 
had the testimony of all God’s holy prophets before 
him; the other was without, full of wounds, and 
bruises, and putrifying sores! That there have been 
individuals, whose cunditions were as dissimilar as 
those of these two parabolical men, is an undeniable 
fact; but having admitted this to be a parable, it 
must be confessed that nothing could more strikingly 
represent two nations like those of the Jews and Gen- 
tiles, than these words of our Saviour.— Viewing the 
case of both, as thus contrasted, the mind naturally 
looks forward for the exhibition of that irapartial jus- 
tice, and equal mercy, which render to all nations the 
reward of their doings. This leads us, Sthly, to con- 
sider the death of the beggar. There can be nothing 
plausible in the supposition, that the death of the beg- 
gar was a literal death, especially when we consider 
the fact, that the whole is- figurative or parabolical. 
Nor will it be maintained, that the werd, ** death,” or 
** died,” of necessity conveys the idea of an extinction 
of being. For we read of a death in trespasses and 
sins, and also, of being dead to sin. It appears evi- 
dent, therefore, that the death of the beggar was not 
literal, inasmuch as this form of expression is fre- 
quently used, to denote a moral or figurative death. 
Without answering any inquiries which might arise 
from this construction ofthe death here spoken of, 
we proceed. 6ihly. To consider bis being carried by 
the angels into Abrahum’s bosom. It appears that 
the beggar was not buried, but was carried, soul, 
hody aad all, from the gate of the rich man and care- 











fully deposited in the bosom of Abraham. Here, they, 
we would inquire of our opponents whether this part 
of the story isa literal fact? They say that Hell jx 
a literal place, and that the gulf was a very great 
and deep place ; and now we demand, if Lazarys 
literally died? Ifthe answer be yes; we ask again 
if the angels literally carried Lazarus from the gate 
of the rich man, into another world ?—If so, we lope 
our good opponents will be so candid as to admit. 
that it was a very remarkable circumstance! And 
is it not still more remarkable, that a fact so uncom 
mon, is not recorded either in the annals of sacred g 
profane history to the astonishment of the world ! 

Tthly. The death of the rich man may also be 
considered figurative ; and we hesitate not, {o say 
that it signifies the destruction of the Jewish nation. 
And, 8tbly. His burial. Here it is s orthy of remark, 
that Lazarus was not buried at all, but that the ric), 
man was. ‘Lhis appears to be expressive of the ex. 
altation of one, and the degradation of the other ;— 
which, when applied to those two nations, may be un- 
derstood to signify the entrance of the geatiles inty 
the kingdom of God, er in other words, their adoption 
into the gospel covenant; and the rejection of thy 
Jews, theiraw ful punishment, &c. This fact is ex- 
pressed by Christ, Matt. xxi. 43. ‘ Therefure say 
{ unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from 
you, aad given to a NATION bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.” Sthly. The relative condition of each, is 
represented as being equalized by the torment of the 
rich man, and the comtort of Lazarus. Nothing more 
is expressed, than that, the difference in their con- 
ditions after the death of both, was in proportion to 
what ii before had been ; with this dafierence only, 
a sad reverse had been expericnced by one, anda 
happy change for the better was rcalized by the other. 
ina word, usthing more is expressed or impiied,than 
that Lazarus was te evjoy as much comfort in Abra- 
ham’s bosom, es the rich man had before done in the 
indulgence ©. a propensity for high living; and that 
the rich man was to sutler as mucs inconvenience 
from the want of a little watcr wherewith to covl his 
tongue, as the beggar had before experienced from 
the wantof bread. We chailenge our opposers, to 
show from the former or lat:cr condition of those. 
men, that any thing like ‘he endless damnation vi 
the one, or the eternal felicity of the other, is either 
expressed or implied in this parable. Unless it bea 
damnable sin to fare sum iwously ou the bounties of 
God’s providence, and a Gud-giorifying qualification 
to be puor as a beggar, we fearlessly assert, that noth- 
ing is said in thisparable to’ implicate the character 
of the rch man, or in favor of Lazarus. For ouglit 
we know, the rich man was as wise as Solomon, a 
meek as Moses, and as patient as Job. And had Laz- 
arus lived in this age of refinement, he would have 
been attended, by an officer to the apartments o! 
bridewell ! What was there in the character of Laza- 
rus so praiseworthy ? Or what harm had been done 
by the rich man, that be should go to an endless bel! 
to all eternity ? True, he was rich, and fared sump- 
tuously, but if that is a damning sin, then fareweil to 
our good ** Doctors of Divinity,” who are constantly 
starving to death on salaries of three thousand dollars 
a year! God have mercy on our ¢ Reverend Clergy,’ 
who feast on the delicacies of Europe, Asia, and A- 
merica, and quaff their Madeira! And if the rich maa 
was literally dargned for being rich, we would aavise 
our great men to%ay less about endless misery, an¢ 
give their substance to feed the poor and needy. But 
uo. We predict, that notwithstanding our orthodox 
iriends are fond of quoting this parable in support of 
their beloved creed, yet there wil} not be found one 
among ten of the most vociferous, who will be called 
irom a large salary to a smell One ! 

10thly. The great gulf between Lazarus and the 
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rich man is thought by sqme to be impassable. But 
it is an obvious fact, thaterror always contradicts it- 


self. Admit this gulfto be impassable, as supposed ; | 


and then let us inquire about the awful ‘ judgment 


day” which is an important link in the chain of ortho- | 
| tiruous as to enable the inhabitants of the two re- 


doxy. ‘Vhen will that day arrive? The answer ts, 
at the end of all things relating to tine. What will 
then be done? The answer is, then all departed souls 
will be summoned to appear befure the dread tribu- 
nal, to reader an account of their deeds. Heaven, 
earth, and hell, as we are told, will “ give up their 
dead,” and all will appear before the jndgment seat 
of Christ. Well, admitting all this to be true, let us 
inquire, what becomes of this ‘ impassable gulf?” 
{f we understand the ideas of our opponents, they 
verily believe, that, after all, the damned in hell will 
take aseven day’s journey to heaven, to be tried and 
hear their sentence of condemnation ; after which, 
they will be despatched back again, over this gulf; 
when it becomes ** impassable” again, for the accom- 
modation of orthodoxy, and here the matter ends !— 
Now, ithas been said that universalists build a bridge 
over this great gulf: but for ought we can discover, 
the bridge built by the orthodox will answer our pur- 
pose. Desiring, therefore to be on * tie safe side of 
ihe question,” we would prefer to travel over this 
rulf on the bridge already made, without being at the 
‘rouble and expense of building one for ourselves ; 
at the same time advertising the reader, that if the 
rich man once crosses over tothe other side of the 
zulf, it will trouble orthodoxy todrive him back a- 
wail. 

11th. The prayer ofthe rich man would do honor 
(o the head and heart of any preacher in cliristen- 
dom. He prayed for his brethren. He prayed his 
father, to send Lazarus to his five brethren * lest they 
also come into this place of torment.” Nothing can 
more effectually contradict the doctrine of endless 
hell torments, than the construction put vpon this 
parable. Hell is supposed to be a place, where ev- 
ery thing like affectionate or benevolent feelings 
shall be excluded. Nothing but horrid imprecations 
und eternal enmity, it is contended, will ever find its 
way to this awful place ; and yet we are told, that 
‘he rich man, who utters this prayer for his brethren, 
is in that very place ! We leave it for the reader to 
determine, which would be the most desirable resi- 
dence ; a place like this, called hell, where prayers 
are uttered for others, and where friendly and benev- 
olent emotions pervade the souls of its tenants, or 
that place called HEAVEN, where its inhabitants will 
delight, to look down upon immortal beings envelop- 
ed in eternal flames, and rejoice to hear the shrieks of 
‘+ infants not a span long” wrapt up in flames of liquid 
lava lighted up by infernal demons, and tormented by 
(he endless wrath of an angry God ! 

12th. The five brethren of the rich man, may be 
said to represeut the five lower or inferior orders or 
dignitaries of the legal church, fo wit: Priests, Le- 
vites, Scribes, Pharisees, and Elders. 

Lastly.—W e cannot conclude in words better suit- 
ed to the subject, than those of our respected brother 
in the Lord, D. Pickering. ‘* The declaration, ‘ if 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead,’ 
was a prophetic picture, not only of the leaders, but 
of the great body of the Jewish nation. Who, not- 
withstanding the ,resurrection of Christ from the 
dead, still rejected the gospel which he proc!aimed.” 

‘* By this explanation, it will be seen, that we 
avoid the absurdities which the commen opinions of 
this parable involves,—such as a man’s being end- 
lessly damned in a future world, for being so unfor- 
tunate in the present life as to be rich! For no crime 
specified against him : —Of a beggar going to Hea- 


ven without any specific virtue, but that of being 
: poor, and full of sores! Of his being carried bodily 
into the bosom of Abraham—or what is very little 


aman! Of Heaven and Hell being so nearly con- 


gions to keep up a verbal intercourse ! Of Hell’: be- 
ing a place of prayers and benevolent feelings! And 
of Heaven’s being a region of very imperfect enjoy- 
ment, by reason of those desires to go and relieve the 
miseries of Hell’s inhabitants, when it is impossible 
that these sympathetic feelings should be gratified.” 
See Pickering’s reply to Carpenter, P. 22. 

The above hints, will suggest to the mind of the 
reader the leading ideas to be gathered from this par- 
able. That they may prove serviceable to the inquir- 
ing mind, we devoutly pray; and as earnestly desire, 
that the advocates of endless burnings may soon be- 
come worshippers at the shrine of consistency. In 
couclusion, it may be proper to observe, that but a 
mvicty of what might be said, in defence of our views 
of this subject, is bere given to the reader. The la- 
bors of others preclude the necessity of a farther en- 
largement, and want of time forbids it. 





INTERESTING EXTRACTS. 

“Or those dispensations of divine mercy which 
have usually been called Revivals of Religion, we 
have to record but few fur the past year.” [Marra- 
tive of the state of religion within the bounds of the 
Synod of Albany, as collected at their meeting at 
Troy, October 6, 1825. 

We sincerely deplore the condition of those who 
dwell round about in that region, IF pure and unde- 
filed religion has not been revived during the year 
past. But if by ‘revivals of religion” are meant 
those enthusiastic rantings, which are generally 
“ gotup” by young clerical dandies and others o; 





like precious calling, we congratulate our fellow- 
citizeas on the “dispensativus of divine mercy” 
which have kept them from falling victims to that 
devouring priest-craft, which has quite too long been 
practiced with success in our land! 


‘It cannot be denied, however, and it ought not 
to be concealed, that fewer revivals of religion [ortho- 
doxy]} have been experienced in our churches during 
the past, than for several former years. [I/id. 

This augurs well. Taking it for granted that the 
Synod allude to revivals of that kind of religion which 
consists in going to conference meetings, praying in 
the synagogucs, spinning street-yarn, efe. we can 
hardly refrain from expressing our thankfulness to 
heaven fur the improvements that are progressing in 
the world. As a set off, we would inform the ad- 
vocates of endless wrath and crthodex mercy, that 
during the year past, greater additions have been 
made tu the numbers who believe in God’s impartial 
mercy, than have ever been witnessed since the day 
of Pentecost! We rejoice at the progress of light, and 
predict, that another year, it will not ‘ be conceal- 
ed,’’ that the Albany Synod has been as unsuccessfal 
as heretofore.— 

“* They [the Synod] have already, in common with 
many of their fellow citizens, petitioned the civil 
authorities : but there did not seem to be moral feel- 


ing in the comnmunity sufficient to sustain the appeal 
thus made, AND IT HAS FAILED,” Ibid. 


The above remark relates to the petition got up 








better, that the christian’s Heaven is in the bosom of 
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Ja-t winter, to stop the canal boats on Sunday, &e. 
** it has fuiled !” and we are willing it should be so. 
For no doubts cau be entertained of the fact, that 
theiv only object was to * bind burdens on men’s 
shoulder’s which they themselves would not touch 
with one of their fingers.” This is evident from their 
proceedin-s. As soonas they found that their pro- 
ject had « failed.” and that people would not be gov- 
erned by them, they very graciously condescended to 
“request the ro.is taken on the sabbath, to remu. 
nerate them for ‘heating the poker.” That pian 
also ** failed,” and the people are yet free. 

“four persons were lately brought before the 
Mayor of Ceret, in France, for eating murTToN ona 
Saturday! The public prosecutor demanded that 
they should be fined 300 francs, and imprisoned one 
year! The court did not impose the penalty, but {i- 
rected that the criminals sould pay the costs of the 
prosecution! Both parties ap ealed, and the result 
was, that the mutton-eaters on a Saturdav were re- 
lieved of the costs. [Miles Rey.— 

The above transaction is about equal to the at 
temnts which have been made in this country to fin» 
people for pursuing a journey on the first day of the 
week, Could the clurgy gain that ascendency over 
‘the public. for which they are so assiduously seeking. 
we might scon witness a similar state of things in A- 
metica. We pray God, that a righteous Providence 
will avert the calamities which threaten to fall upon 


us, and graciously interpose between the riglits of 


freemen, and all unholy alliances. We are not op- 
posed to an observance of the sabbath; but would 
prefer to see religion standing on its own bottom, 
without the interference of civil or ecclesiastical au. 
thority. The mutton-eaters in France, in our opin- 
ion, commi'ted as great a crime, as a peaceable tra- 
veller would, in going on his way rejoicing on the 
first dav of the week; for Saturday is the seventh 
dav of the week, and is the ancient Sabbath. and eat- 
ing mutton is about as wicked as it is to pull an ox or 
an ass out ofthe ditch, or tosave a hard earned dullar 
from the hands of tavern-keepers. 





PSACHOLOGN, 
OR THE DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL. 
The first man is of the earth, earthy. & Cor. 
xy. 47. 
(Concluded from page 320. ) 
The second is a question that is thought to 
affirm things, which ‘t mauifestly denies. In it 
Solomon challenges the pretenders to pneuma- 


tolugical science in his day, for information | 


concerning the distivetion, which was then, and 
is still, made between the soul of man and that 








' 


other 3 yea, they have ail one. breath, ruaca - 
so that a man hath no pre-eminence above a 
beast. All go unto one place: all are of the 
dust, and all turn to dust again.” Now reader, 
draw the conclusion, will it be correct to admit 
that the conclusion should contradict the premi- 
ses. When Solomen says of man and beast, 
they have all the same soul, ruach, does he in. 
tend they have different souls, rwach, in the 
next sentence. Instead therefore of the 2igt 
verse being acuntradiction of the 19th and 20h, 
it is a beld reproof of the opposing doctiine. 
“ Who knows the spirit of a man that goeth up. 
ward and the spirit ofa beast tat goeth down- 
ward to the earth?” Our reply tu this ques- 
tion is, no man ever did or ever can kiuw any 
distinction as to their nature; for as Solomon 
declares “ they have all one spirit.”” Here jet 
the reader carefully observe that Solomou uses 
the same word, ruach to express the soul of man 
and that of a beast: and tells us they lave al! 
one ruach or breath. Uf then the ruach of man 
mean an immortal soul, the ruach of a beast 
must mean the same, or the testimony of dvio- 
mon must be rejected. Moreover, if the spirit 
of the Lord is said to influence a man, it is aiss 
said to influence a beast. Isa. [xii 14. du that 
we see that a man has no pre-eminence above a 
beast, if we except only his station at the head 
of the animal kingdom, and the advantages ot! 
superior configuration and opportunity. 

To conclude, the word, soul, signifying some- 
thing distinct from the body, is like the primom 
mobile or ele nent of fire, a name invented to 
signify what never existed, for it never has not 
can be proved, that such a principle subsists in- 
dependly of the body. It is therefore a mere 
assumption to suppose it capable of retaming 
the power of thinking after the dissolution of ihe 
body: und the hypothesis of two distinet prin- 
ciples in mau, is as inconceivable and absurd a8 
that which denies the existence of a material 
world. ‘That we have any evidence of the ex- 
istence of human spirits either in this world oF 
that which is to come, [absolutely deny. ‘The 
existence of refined material badies I admit, and 
such we shall be after the dissolution of tre pre- 
sent gross and eartily bodies. Of the existence 
of any spirit fam entirely ignorant, and verily 
believe all others just as ignorant as myself on 
this subject. Had Theologians attended to the 
dictates of reason and religion, and stadied the 
appearances of nature as much as the reveries 
of metaphysics, 1 might have been spared the 
composing of this lecture,and men’s ideas would 
have been free from perplexity and confusion 


of a beast. No commentator of any respecta- | 0 this and many other subjects. 


ble degree of critical acumen, conld have pos- 
sibly mistaken the meaning of Solomon or have 
even imagined that in this verse he would teach 
a doctrine, which the whole context conspired 


| 





THE RESU RL RECTION. 


1 Cor. xv. 53. For this corruptible must 


to deny. Look at his reasoning and judge of put on incorruption, and this mortal must 


the conclusion. 
sons of men befalleth beasts ; even one thing 


befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the | his life surpasses that of other animals, the 


“ That which befalleth the | p:# on tmmortality. 


Man dies at all ages, and if the duration of 
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greater number of diseases to which he is lia- 
ble, renders it much more uucertain. About 
one fourth of children die within the first eleven 
months; one ball before tiey reach the eighth 
year: two thiv’s of mankind die before the 
fortieth, and three fourths before the fifty first 
yea. Only one out of thirty-arrives at the age 
of eighty, and one out of twelve thousand drags 
ont a ianguid existence to the age of one hun- 
died. Notwithstanding all thatis said to the 
coptiary the mean duration of existence is near- 
ly the save with all men in all ages, countries, 
and clanates ibe shepherd of the mountain, 
Whe lives happily and breathes the pure arr, is 
sovjectto the same laws as the inhabitants of 
populous cities Nor does life experience a 
progressive dimisattion i proportion to the 
duration of the world. From the earliest re- 
cords of authentic History among the Egyptians, 
Hebrews, Greeks. and Romans, there were 
very few persons lived to the age of an hundred 
years ; and instances of longevity are perhaps 
much more frequent among the moderns. Al- 
ways equally fruitiul, wature exposes every 
thing to the action of her inexhaustible cruci- 
ble. maintains every thing in a state of ever- 
lasting youth, and preserves a fieshness ever 
renewed. Hence lifeevery where arises in the 
midst of death. 

The close of life is marked by phenomena 
similar to those with which it began. The cir- 
coletion first manifested itself and ceases last. 
Lhe phenomena of nutrition to which the foetal 
existence is almost entirely limited, continue 
after the more exalted organs have sunk into a 
slumber from which they are never to be roused. 
Man enters on dissolution, first by losing the 
faculiy of associating judgmeuts, then of com- 
pariny, bringing together and connecting a num- 
ber of ideas, so as to judge of their relations. — 
The patient becomes delirious. ‘The memory 
then fails. His senses vanish in regular suc- 
cession. ‘The taste and smell cease te give 
signs of existence whilst the ear is yet sensible 
to sonnd. At last he ceases to feel. In his ex- 
piring moments he moves his arms, tosses in his 
bed, and performs motions similar to those of 
the foetus in the mother’s womb. 

As soon as life forsakes our organs, they be- 
comme subject to the laws of Physics, operating 
on substances that are not organized) Chy-nis- 
try informs us that the tendency to decomposi- 
tien of bodies is in exact ratio to the number of 
their elements, or in proportion as their composi- 
tion is more simple, and their constituent prin- 
ciples less numerous and volatile. Several cir- 
cumstances are however necessary to enable 
putrefaction to effect the human body after death: 
these are a mild temperature, a degree of mois- 
ture, and the presence of air. Notwithstanding 
a variety in the phenomena of putrefaction of 
bodies, all exhale a cadaverous smeil, are sof- 
tened, increase in bulk, acquire heat, change 
colour, assuming a greenish then a livid and 
dark brown: a number of gaseous substances 
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are dennis of which Ammonia is the fost 
remarkable in quantity, and being emitted from 
the moment decomposition begins till the period 
of complete dissolution, produces that pungent 
and putrid smeil which exhales from dead bodies. 

Towards the termination of putrefaction, 
there is disengaged carbonic acid gas, which 
combining with ammonia, forms a fixed and 
crystallizable salt. Besides these products, 
there are also emitted sulphuretted, carburetted 
and pkosphuretted hydrogen, or combined with 
azote, carbonic acid, and all those substances 
such as volatile akalis and putrid air, produced 
by their respective combinations. Finally, an- 
imal substances, reduced to a residue contain- 
ing oils and salts of different kinds form a mould, 
from which plants draw the principles of a 
luxuriant vegetation. The bones become dried 
by the slow combustion of their fibrous parts, 
and the evaporation of their medullary juices, 
crumble into dust and fly off on opening the 
tumb in which they were laid. Thus, in a 
short time, is effaced al! that could reca!l the 
idea of our physical existence ! 

Putrefaction is however but the means which na- 
ture employs to restore our organs, deprived of 
life to a more simple composition, in order that 
their elements may be applied to new creations. 
Noting is better proved, than the metempsy- 
chosis of matter ; which warrants the belief that 
this religious dogma, like most of the fabulous 
worships and imaginations of antiquity, is but 
a veil ingeniously thrown by philosophy, be- 
tween nature and the ignorant. 

According to the representation of many 
modern writers, we might be induced to believe 
that the ancients were * generally firm believers 
of the immortality of the soul and a feture state 
of existence. But the fact is far otherwise — 
Seneca, in his 102 epistle, says the immortality 
of the soul is that which onr wise men promise 
but they do not prove. Aristotle held that neith- 
er good nor evil happened to any man after 
death. Moral. L. 3. C.9- Pliny says neither 
soul nor body has any more sense after death 
than before it was born. Nat. Hist. L: 7. C. 55. 
The Poets Sophocles and Euripides represent 
the dead as insensible, and even Cicero in the 
first book of Tus. Ques. says which opinion is 
true, some God must tell us. Yea, evén Socrates 
himself thus speaks ata dying hour. “1 hope 
to go hence to good men, but of that I am not 
very confident, nor doth it become any wise 
man to be positive. I must die and you shall 
live, but which of us shall be in the better state, 
God only knows.” Phoed. p. 48. 

O death thou grim relentless monster, when 
shall thine all devouring ravages cease to alarm ! 
The sages of antiquity pryed into the features 
of thy phyrioanomy, and would have tain rent 
the sable curtain wherewith thou veilest that 
eventful period, which follows in thy train, but 
the gloom was impenetrable. 

Those who have denied the immateriality | f 
the soul, have generally placed their hopes of a 
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future existence in the resurrection of the body ; 
but surely the doctrine, which leaves the hope 
of immortality to rest on the recombination of 
disorganized maiter, is very gloomy and ap- 
palling. ‘The body of man is not permanent, 
but successive, continnally spending, and con- 
tinually renewing itself. Its particles undergo 
dispersion, and unite with other bodies. Every 
day it loses something of the matter it possessed 
before, and gains something new. Men.have 
new bodies as they have new clothes with this 
difference, that they changed their clothes at 
once but their bodies by degrees. So much of 
their food as is every day turned into nour- 
ishment, so much of their yesterday’s body 
is usually wasted. According to the experiments 
of Sanctorius, above three pounds, or five 
eighths of all we eat, pass away by insensible 
perspiration. Now according to this proportion 
aman must change his body almost annually. 
Though the bones do not change so ofien as 
the fleshy parts, yet seeing they grow, it is cer- 
tain they change and need reparation. How 
then can bodies, so dispersed and constituting 
parts of other bodies, be collected and re-united ! 
Moreover, fish may eat men and convert them 
into their own substaiace, these fish may, in 
turn, be eaten by men and turned into parts of 
leir bodies, or men may beeaten by other men 
as cannibals, and thus one man’s body enter the 
composition of others ; how then shall each re- 
cover bis own body at the day of resurrection ! 
indeed there can be no resurrection of the body, 
Ou any principles of reason or philosophy. It 
is continually changing by the laws of nutrition 
and secretion, so that every particle of the body 
is completely changed at least once every three 
or four years. ‘Thevef..e ifa man live 60 years 
he will have equal claims to 15 or 20 bodies at 
the résurrection, Besides, it appears impossible, 
even for Omunipotence, to restore every one his 
own body! Such are the laws of transmigration 
of matter, that what constitutes the body of one 
man, may afierwards erter the composition of 
many: therefore, no cousistent Naturalists will 
ever expecta collection of the particles wven 
once dispersed. Moreover there is no reason 
from nature or Scripture to conclude that the 
present organization is suited for a future ex- 
istence. ‘Phis body is only fitted for the pre- 
sent state of being. The intestines and the 
viscera are of no other use than to decoct and 
prepare nourishment for the body ; the flesh is 
only a multitude of muscles, destined to move 
the human frame : the bones are of no other use 
than to give figure and mobility to the body : 
and the brain and nerves are adapted to no oth- 
er purpose than to prepare and circulate the 
animal spirits: and as soon as life ceases to 
animate the materials of organized bodies, 
putrefaction seizes upon them and effects their 
destruction. But the gloom does not terminate 
here. The particles enter into new combina- 
tions, new bodies are created, and a ceaseless 
metemjsychoses of matter is maintained with- 
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out interruption throughout the whole universe, 

Moreover the body of man is not permanent 
but successive, and so variable that 4 man of an 
ordinary age, will have entirely changed bodies 
at least ten or fifteen times. Which then shall 
he claim in the resurrection? To say he shall 
have a new and different body, is to give up the 
resurrection altogether, and adupt the doctrine 
of annihilation 3 for a man could have no more 
identity with another body ia another world, 
than he can have with a different person in the 
present. ‘To promise me an existence in anoth- 
er body, tota!ly distinct from the one I possess, 
is to mock me with delusive hopes that can ney- 
er be realized. My present body never shall 
enter the gates of immortality, but yet the body 
which shall constitute my existence and identi- 
ty, in another world, must be totaly out of this 
earthly body, or I never can have any existence 
at all. Yetthe present body is little more than 
a centre of centripetal and centrifugal particles, 
continually arriving and departing, without any 
permanent stay. But as the soul’s capacity for 
concivusness and enjoyment depends on organ- 
ization and since both feeling and conciousness 
exist in the soul, its preservation is all that can 
be necessary for the continuance of identity and 
conciousness. A change of the material and 
mortal soul, to a_ refined incorruptible, and 
immortal state, may be fitly called resurrec- 
tion ; such a resurrection Lexpect, and believe 
to be clearly taught. ist. Cor. xv. 20, 52,54 ; 
Phil. iii. 2 ; 

Pliny considered it impossible for God, re- 
| vocare defunctos, to recal the dead to life a- 
| gain ; and Celsus calls the hope of the resur- 
| rection, the hope of worms—both abominable 
and impossible. —Though such language may 
|apply to the vulger notions of a resurrection, 
}yet of a rational and scriptural resurrection, 
ithere is something analogous in the case of the 
|Dragon-fly. Who that first saw the little worm 
seeking a suitable piece of dry wood, attaching 
itself to it, and then contemplated the little pen- 
dant coffin in which the inanimate insect lay 
entombed, would ever predict that in a few days 
or weeks, the skin becoming dry, would burst, 
and a winged insect push its way through the 
aperture, expand its wings, and launch into 
the air with gracefulness. ‘The corruption of 
grain and process of vegetation is observed an- 
nually, but the resurrection of the body from 
corruption occurs only once. The death like 
appearance of winter, and the gladsome verdure 
of spring are fit to teach us what the creator and 
yovernor of the Universe is able to effect; and 
convince us that he is able to loosen the bands 
of Death. It should not therefore be thought 
impossible, that God should raise the dead. 

But if it be asked with what bodies shal! the 
dead arise, | answer, so much of the configura- 
tion and substance shall be preserved as_ will 
be necessary to identity of sensation and con- 
ciousness. Notwithstanding we shall undergo 








such a change as will fit us for that new state of 
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existence. It is evident from ist Cor. xv. 36- 
56 that our bodies will be incorruptible and 
consequently indestructible.—At present we are | 
scarcely able to form a correct idea of what we 
shall be. ‘Col. iv. 45 1st John iii. 2. Our capa- 
city of knowing depends on our constitution.— 
We derive pur ideas through the medium of 
our senses. Our minds are clogged by bodies, 
borne to the earth by the laws of gravity as well 
as by those of propensities. We are soon tired 
of bodily exertion ; our mental attention flags, 
and onr affections cleaving to the dust, impede 
the operation of body and mind. But then, 
freed from the influence of gravitation, and the 
body obeying the volitions of the mind, will 
transport itself with inconceivable celerity from 
place to place, without the least fatigue. At 
present man’s soul is nothing more than the 
purest part of the blood. This is equally the 
declaration of Moses, and the jadgment of the 
best naturalists ; but at the dissolution of the 
body, being refined and provided with organs 
suitable to its exalted and active state of celes- 
tial services, it will wing its way to its God and 
eternal home : there in all probability to offici- 
ate as an angelic spirit forever. 


(Concluded neat week.) 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
Want of serious conversation lamented. 
Mr. Editor,—\t has long been impressed on 
the minds of thinking people, that in propor- 
tion to the show of religion, and the noise made 
about it, true piety, or love to God and man, 
manifested in acts of kindness to our fellows, 
most palpably decrease. The following extract 
from the Baptist magazine is an acknowledg- 


ment of the truth of the sentiment, and will bear | 


ime out in saying, that true religion is bartered 
for show, and thatthe sound has usurped the 
place of substance. “ Reports of different soct- 
eties,” and the various and multifarious tales of 
missionary successes, are but poor aliment for 
the hungry, and but solemn mockery to him 
who is exposed to the tempest without the ne- 
cessary clothing. May those who need the re- 
proof, receive it, and no longer endeavor to feed 
themselves with the east wind. Every person 
of observation must know, that with all the noise 
made about the numerous societies termed char- 
itabie, the true, New-England hospitality, warm 
from the heart, has rapidly declined. Instead 
of visiting the widow with consolation, reliev- 
ing the distressed, and protecting the fatherless, 
they are fed with—tracts—not with knowledge 
and understanding, nor with those things neces- 
sary for the comfort of the body. 


“ T have not known,” said an aged Christian 


to me lately, “ any period for 50 years past, | 


when there was so little conversation about 
spiritual subjects as at present. Christians 


meet and converse about the “ interest,” at such 
and such a place ; or, about the reports of difi- 
erent societies. 








That these “ reports of different societies” 
are ina high degree calculated to vitiate the 
taste, and to substitute pride and ambition for 
humility, is too evident torequire an argument. 
May those who read, have hearing ears and 
understanding hearts. M. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
ANOTHER MIRACULOUS ‘TALE. 
Much ridicule has been cast upon the Cath- 
olic Church, for the ease with which it has man- 
ufactured miracles, buthow long that Church 
will take precedence of the Protestant, is not 
easy to divine. A story is now circulating 
through the papers in this country, headed 
* Beneficial effects of looking into the Bible,” 
which relates the cuse of a man who was in dan- 
ger of losing his sight, and who was on the 
verge of blindness, being cured by looking into 
a Bible at Hanover, on a tour to Bremen. The 
circumstance may have happened precisely as 
related, but the deduction which appears to ve 
intended, is far from obvious. If it should in- 
duce any others, not merely to luok into the Bi- 
ble, but to search the scriptures faithfully, it 
Will, without a ratiuonal doubt, producea real 
benefit; if not by renewing the natural sight, 
by adding to that knowledge which is the Iife ot 
the soul. N. 


“ Wishing to try whether Tin my _ blindness 
could distinguish the paper and print of these 
from the common ones, | took one up merely 
for this purpose, without the least intention of 
selecting any particular passage 5; and now see 
what [read !” He here openedthe Bible, and 
read Isaiah, xlii. 11. “ AndI will bring the 
blind by a way they know not; I will lead them 
in paths that they have not known: I will make 
| darkness light befure them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do unto them, and 
not forsake them.” ‘* I read this verse and ree 
ceived my sight.” 








FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
VULGAR ERRORS CORRECTED. 

| As the tree falls so it shall lie, and as death ieuves us, 
| so judgment will find us.—TRapitio0n. 

| This forged scripture is often quoted to prove 
‘that man experiences no change after death, and 





that of necessity he must be holy at the time of 


| his exodus, or entertain no reasonable expecta- 
tion of a blissful eternity. When people are 
reduced to the dilemma of »dding te the scrip- 
ltures or-of acknowledging their sentiment the 

result of circuitous and doubtful Hation, the 
| character of. their belief is easily seen, and its 
| defencelessness strongly realized. Had the o- 
pinion that we are now forming characters for 
eternity received the explicit support of the 
Bible, or been a fair deduction from its teach- 
ings, there could have been no use in fabricat- 
| ing authority for its defence, nor would the cause 

of the interpolation be readily discovered. But 
as the scriptures afforded no direct proof of this 
| doctrine, and certain teachers resolved it should 


| 
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at all events be established by sacred authority, 
the corruption was framed, printed in sermons, 
hymn-books and tracts, and reiterated in exhor- 
tations and ers, till it is as firmly impressed 
on the mind as any portion of genuine scripture. 
This origin of the passage is highly probable, 
if not historical, and may satisfactorily account 
for its wide belief, and for the inability of its 
abettors to find it, or the revelation on which it 
is grounded. With these preliminary observa- 
tions in mind, let us pass this celebrated text 
through the ordeal of criticism, and learn the 
result of the trial. 

The epitomized import of this forgery is, that 
our moral condition is unalterably fixed at death, 
and as that find us, we shall eternally remain.— 
This position being granted we proceed to in- 
vestigate the unavoidable consequences. Every 
man, however exalted his attainments, or how- 
ever pure his moral conduct in this life, frankly 
admits that he is a transgressor of God’s law, or 
by the denial fixes the charge of guilt upon bis 
soul; for “if we say we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” — 
This humbling confession is made by the most 
upright, not only through all the days of their 
zarthly pilgrimage, but in the dying momen 
each one prays, ‘ God be merciful to me a 


sinner.” These persons cannot be supposed to | 


misrepresent themselves when, the light of eter- 
nity is bursting on their vision, and all things 
conspire to make them speak the truth; but 
should they lie to God with the last breath, re- 
questing him to bless poor hell-deserving sin- 
ners with the joy of bis smile, their wicked char- 
acter is settled for eternity, as God will not 


judge them to be less criminal than they feel | 


themselves to be. This being the fact with the 
most righteous through life, and during the last | 
gasp of dissolving nature, what expectation of 
a happy futurity can be entertained by any per- 
son? but ifin feeling unfit for heaven they mis- 
judge, hew can they be satisfied with the state 
when they arrive at it, as they, having formed 
a character in this world for eternity, will feel | 
themselves great sinners inthat world, and be 
disposec to cry to God for mercy as earnestly 
there as here, in consequence of their great mis- 
erv, and prospects of its endless continuance. — 





Each individual then beng sinful through life’ 


and to the last moment of rational or conscious 
existence, and our characters for eternity being 
settled by the actions of this state, death must 
find us all sinners, and such we shall remain 
forever This inevitable consequence ariges 
from admitting this forged passage intw the sac- 
red cannon, or from granting the sentiment 
which it vindicates, that we are now forming 
eternal characters. 

Having seen to what conclusions a critical 


ture, and to consider that whoever perverts the 
word of God to improve it, or to support a fa. 
vorite system, is most inexcusably presuming, 
Eccl. xi. 3, is thought to be the passage into 
which this corruption has been foisted, but as 
that says nothing of man’s sinfalness, or of hig 
mora! state being settled at death, the comm 5p 
| exegesis and correction are totally unwarranted, 
The preacher is remarking on alms-giving in 
a manner calculated to make people bestéw 
with readiness, for he assures them if they cast 
their bread on the waters, after many days they 
shall find it. He furthermore explains his re. 
quest, and press-s it home to the heart, by oh. 
serving that the clouds full of rain empty them. 
selves on the earth, and that in the place where 
the tree falls, there it shall be; by the first of 
these considerations urging the affluent to give 
with the copiousness of the full cloud, and hy 
the second showing that wherever the charity is 
bestowed, there shall the good be enjoyed both 
by giver and receiver. 
| We have now given our readers a fair oppor- 
tunity of judging concerning this celebrated pas- 
sage, that has been alledged with the strongest 
confidence to show that man has an eternal! 
character while he is dying, and produced some 
reasons for our belief; what remains, is for 
them to make a rational decision, one that time 
and experience shall illustrate and confirm. 
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THE CHRISTIAN GUIDE 


To a right understanding of the sacred scripturcs, de- 
signed as a brief commentary, consisting of Nites, 
Comments, or Dissertations on all important and 
obscure passages in the New-Testment, by 

JOHN S. THOMPSON. 


AS nothing has yet appeared in the form of a Com- 
mentary, by any meinber of that devomination of 
Christians to which the author belongs, and as the 
| Decessity and utility of such a work is so apparent, he 
‘humbly confides in the patronage of his brethren in 

the Ministry, and of all, who feel interested in the 
| prosperity of pure and undefiled religion. 


| If these proposals meet the approbation of the pub- 
lic, so far as to procure an adequate number of sub- 
scribers, to defray the expense of the work, it shall 
ve put to press, in the beginning of January, 1826, 
and published at Utica, in monthly aumbers of not 
less than 24 pages, sti‘ched in neatly printed covers, 
for one dollar and fifty cents a year, pavable on the 
, delivery of the first number. 

Should it be thought advisable, one half sheet of 
‘each number will be devoted to miscellaneous pieces 
‘and religious intelligence, but differenti, paged, so as 
not to interfere with the Commentary. 


** Person: desirous of obtaining the above work 









exposition of this forgery leads, involving the | can have their names forwarded, by applying to the 
entire family of man in unending sin and tor- | Editor of the Gospel Advocat: pe 

ment, and that it contradicts the most solemn 
promises of God, we shall be prepared to ex- 
punge it from our memories, as genuine scrip- 
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